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Covid Update 
Private nurseries now receiving lateral flow tests. This means our staff 
are now being tested twice a week. The results take just half an hour 

so our team can test in the morning and arrive at nursery with a    
negative result already confirmed. Most of our staff team have now 

also received their first vaccination dose. 

Lateral flow tests are now available for anyone in the household or 
support bubble of nursery children and nursery staff. You can get 

tested at a local test site, by collecting a home test kit, or by ordering 
a home test kit online. Follow this link for more information. 

We’d like to take the chance to say thank you to all our children who 
have adapted so well. They’ve been happily asking to wash and      

sanitize their hands and their friendships have blossomed as they’ve 
all returned to nursery much more confident.  

Happy Birthday PolkaDots! 
This term, PolkaDots Nursery  

turned 7 years-old!!  

What started with just one single child 

back in February 2014 has grown into a 

PolkaDots family that now welcomes over 

50 children every day. We’ve moved from 

our original home in Blackfriars Hall to 

having two nurseries in Cresswood Hall 

and Athlone Hall and we’ve managed to 

keep our best staff with us along the way! 

A big thank you to all our team for their 

hard work that creates PolkaDots’  

special, warm atmosphere and makes it 

such an enjoyable place to be! 

The beginning of the month saw lots 

of celebrations at PolkaDots for  

World Book Day! 

Our staff and children arrived to  

nursery dressed as princesses, knights, 

animals and all the different characters 

from our favourite story books. 

We had a special visit from a            

storyteller who told us the tale of the 

Sun and the North Wind. Our children 

joined in, using the cut-out figures 

they made themselves! Maybe they 

can tell you the story at home using 

the Makaton signs they learned for 

sun and wind...  

A message from our 
Dance teacher Emily 

“Each week in our 
ballet sessions we 
are developing 
both creative 
movement skills 
and ballet tech-
nique through the use of imaginative 
stories. For the next few weeks we will 
be exploring and embodying the move-
ments of animals, enabling the children 
to develop their coordination, control 
and confidence.” 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff#primary-or-secondary-school-staff


PolkaDots Nursery @ 

Cresswood Hall 

Staff Team 
Head Teacher: 
Kath O’Shea 
 
Manager: 
Bernadette Dawson 
 
Deputy Manager & SENCO: 
Niki Soteriadou 
 
Nursery Practitioners: 
Lucy Ronan 
Faysa Hirsi 
Sam Reeves 
 
Admin Officer: 
Chris O’Shea 
 

Nursery Opening Times: 
Monday 9/9.15 – 2.45/3pm 

Tuesday 9/9.15 – 2.45/3pm 
Wednesday 9/9.15 – 2.45/3pm 
Thursday 9/9.15 – 2.45/3pm 
Friday 9/9.15 –12/12.15pm 
(especially adapted during COVID-19) 

 

If you’re arriving late in the morn-

ing or need to collect your child 

early, please let a member of staff 

know in advance.  

Thank you!

Nursery Mobile: 07528194109  

Email: nurserypolkadots@gmail.com    

Summer Term Dates 

19th April  Staff training day 
20th April Open morning   
21st April Children return   
 
3rd May Bank Holiday  

 
Half Term 

Mon 31st May—Fri 4th June  
 
14th July Last day of term    

 

 

  

Maternity leave 
We’re excited to announce Sian Woods has begun her maternity leave. We 

wish her all the best and look forward to meeting her new arrival soon! 

 

Follow us and share our great 
resources!   

 

 

 

Snack time has stopped being free-flow and since the 

return to eating together again we’ve seen an impact 

on positive behaviour—like more conversations between children and a will-

ingness to try new fruits. To keep costs as low as 

possible, we ask all parents to send in fruit with 

their child each day for snack time  and we can 

suggest some new favourites that are proving 

popular… like avocado, passion fruit, and mango!  

For more ideas and a PolkaDots’ World Book Day 

favourite, we recommend Handa’s Surprise. You 

can listen to it online by clicking here! 

Snack time 

Makaton Weather Signs 
As part of World Book Day, we heard the story of the North Wind and the 

Sun. We also learnt their Makaton signs! 

Opening times update 
Starting in the summer term, the nursery will return to 9/9.15am—2.45/3pm 

opening hours with staggered drop-off/pick-up times. 

School in September? 
Is your child transitioning to school in September? If so, please let us know so 

we can communicate with the school for a smooth transition for your child. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our 

Red Nose Day Fundraising efforts. We had lots of 

fun making hats and decorations for our carnival 

and raised £153 for Comic Relief along the way! 

Red Nose Day Fundraising 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocnRQi89nK8

