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PolkaDots Nursery@Cresswood Hall 

December 2021 
At the end of a long term, everyone is looking forward to   
celebrating Christmas and enjoying the holidays! Given the 
continuing coronavirus pandemic, and especially after last 
year, we know how lucky we are to be able to open the 
nursery for our children. And although we were forced to 
close for a week, the fact we managed to keep PolkaDots 
open the rest of this term is in no small part down to our   
parents. We really appreciate your efforts on matters like   
extra handwashing and keeping children home if they display 
coronavirus symptoms and we feel assured you’ll continue 
following new government advice on isolating after foreign 
travel or if being a close contact of anyone testing positive for 
the omicron variant. And more than ever, we’d like to thank 
our staff team for all their hard work in keeping everyone safe 
and take the chance to say we’re glad everyone is now well 
again and back with us.  
The outbreak of the new variant has forced us to make some 
changes, particularly with regards to the Christmas show. The 
show will go ahead on Thursday 9th December and we were 
looking forward to having parents at the nursery to watch 
with us. But to keep everybody safe and able to enjoy the  
holidays, the children will now do the show without parents 
at the setting and instead we will send videos of the            
performance to you all.  
This term, the last day of nursery is Friday 17th December. 
We will welcome children back in the new year with Thursday 
6th January as the first day of the new term. We hope you all 
enjoy a safe and happy holiday spent among friends and   
family. 

Merry Christmas from all the PolkaDots Team! 

    

   

  

 

Nursery Wormery 

PolkaDots children are currently looking 

after worms in our very own Wormery! 

The worms were collected by our children 

from the PolkaDots garden. (The children 

knew where to 

find them from 

going on lots 

of garden bug 

hunts this term 

where they 

found lots of 

other insects too!) The worms are        

currently happily living inside the     

wormery where our children watch them 

every day. We’ve been doing lots of worm 

related activities and learning lots of    

interesting facts about worms too! 

• Eco • Recycling • Environment Term Topics! 

We recycled 

old paper 

and made 

new paper 

We planted 

seeds! 

We reused 

old boxes 

and          

containers 

to create 

our own 

models... 



PolkaDots Nursery @ 

Cresswood Hall 

Staff Team 
Head Teacher: 
Kath O’Shea 
 
Manager: 
Bernadette Dawson 
 
Deputy Manager & SENCO: 
Niki Soteriadou 
 
Nursery Practitioners: 
Lucy Ronan 
Faysa Hirsi 
Sam Reeves 
 
Admin Officer: 
Chris O’Shea 
 

Nursery Opening Times: 
Monday  9am – 3pm 
Tuesday  9am – 3pm 
Wednesday  9am – 3pm 
Thursday  9am – 3pm 
Friday          9am –12pm 
 

If you’re arriving late in the    

morning or need to collect your 

child early then please let a   

member of staff know in advance.  

Thank you!

Nursery Mobile: 07528194109 

Email: nurserypolkadots@gmail.com   

                           

Term Dates 
Spring Term 2021 

Staff training day 4 January 
Open morning 5 January 
Children return 6 January 
 
Half term  14-18 Feb 
 
Term ends             1 April                  

 

 Extra clothing is always needed when    

children make the change from nappies to 

toileting because as every parent knows, 

accidents happen! If you have any socks, pants or trousers you no longer use, 

please send them into us and they’ll be greatly appreciated.  

Colder, wetter weather is now here. We love to see children arrive wrapped up 

warm so they can play outside. Please help us find each child’s clothes more easily by 

labelling all hats, gloves and coats.  

Follow us to access and share 
our great resources!   

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Stocking Counter 

Child Wellbeing Workshop 

Clothes and labelling 

For the last week 

of term, the theme 

for snacktime is ‘Eat a Rainbow’! We’d like children to have 

a choice of fruit and vegetables that are all the colours of 

the rainbow. We’ll be putting up a Colour Sign Up Sheet 

for parents to choose a snack colour, and if you’d like any 

suggestions of what to send in please ask us! 

‘Eat a Rainbow’ Snack Time Sign-Up 

Colouring in and counting games are 

great ways for having fun at home. Start 

simple and keep it small—leave lots of 

room for imagination!  

If you have time this holiday, try using up 

the cardboard from all those deliveries 

by cutting out Christmas shapes. Cut-out 

stockings, Christmas trees, and bells are 

great for colouring in. But even simple 

shapes like circles and triangles are great 

for counting and matching games. 

You can also visit the Kids Play and Create website to download lots of free colouring 

and counting sheets with a Christmas theme.  

We had lots of positive feedback about our workshop on Child Emotional Wellbeing. 

The session had lots of useful information and was a great opportunity to share   

experiences and learn with and from other parents. If you have a suggestion for a 

workshop you’d like us to run in future, please get in touch and let us know! 

This year, PolkaDots is having a Christmas 

Jumper Day on Friday 10th December and 

all children and staff are invited to come to 

nursery wearing their best festive jumpers! 

We plan to have a small Christmas party for 

the children on Thursday 16th December. If 

you’d like to send in party food, please do 

after checking with our manager Bernie 

about allergies. 

Christmas Jumper Day 

mailto:nurserypolkadots@gmail.com
https://www.kidsplayandcreate.com/free-christmas-worksheets-for-preschool-and-kindergarten/

