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We’d like to thank all our parents again for their patience and   

support during what’s been a difficult half-term. The increased 

transmissibility of the Omicron variant has made it much more 

difficult to stop the virus spreading, which has meant more staff 

absences and temporary nursery closures.  

We do our very best to stay open for our children. We will always 

do so as long as we can open safely, with enough staff team       

present and when we feel there is minimal chance that the virus 

will be passed onto children or anyone in our PolkaDots            

community.  

To help us continue to do this, we ask that if you or anyone in your 

household tests positive for covid then please do not send your 

child to nursery.  

When your isolation period has finished and if your child is not 

showing symptoms, then it’s time for your child to return to us at 

PolkaDots. This guidance is in place to try and keep us all safe and 

is one of the best ways you can help us keep PolkaDots open.  

If you are contacted by Test and Trace, you may also want to    

identify the nursery as a close contact. 

Our updated policy is available on the PolkaDots homepage. You’ll 

also find a flow chart there to help you decide if you or your child 

needs to isolate, including advice on using lateral flows to shorten 

the isolation time (known as test to release after day 5). 

Thank you again to all our parents for your support and under-

standing, and to all our staff working so hard to keep us all safe. 

  

Next term’s topic is…  

Nursery Rhymes and Fairy Tales! 

This half-term, 

PolkaDots got to 

enjoy lots of 

different        

festivals!  

Children made 

lovely heart 

cards to          

celebrate              

Valentine’s Day.  

We also had lots of fun celebrating         

Chinese New Year and the start of the 

year of the tiger. 

If there are any festivals you celebrate at 

home that the nursery could take part in, 

please get in touch and tell us about 

them!  

This term’s topic… People Who Help Us! 

https://polkadotsnursery.com/


PolkaDots Nursery @ 

Athlone Hall 

Staff Team 
Head Teacher: 
Kath O’Shea 
 
Manager: 
Ashley Geraghty 
 
Deputy Manager & SENCO: 
Alaya Rahman 
 
Nursery Practitioners: 
Hollie Sinnott 
Carly Heim 
Leanne Bonnard 
Lisa Ronan 
 
Admin Officer: 
Chris O’Shea 
 

Nursery Opening Times: 

Monday  9.15 – 3pm 
Tuesday  9.15 – 3pm 
Wednesday  9.15 – 3pm 
Thursday  9.15 – 3pm 
Friday     9.15 –12.15pm 
 

If you’re arriving late in the morn-

ing or need to collect your child 

early then please let a member of 

staff know in advance.  

Thank you!

Nursery Mobile: 07985616644 

Term Dates 
Spring & Summer 2022 

Half term holiday 
Mon 14—Fri 18 February 
 
Children return   21 February 
Last day of term  1 April 
 
Easter Holidays  4-15 April  
 
Bank Holiday  18 April  
Staff training         19 & 20 April 
Open Morning  20 April 
Children return  21 April  

 New Deputy Manager 
We’d like to congratulate Alaya on becoming our new Deputy Manager. 

Alaya is one of our longest serving members of staff, having been with us 

since our earliest days at Blackfriars Hall. We’d like to thank her for all her 

hard work and wish her all the best in this new role. We also want to        

welcome a new staff member to the PolkaDots team— we look forward to 

Kirsty joining us after the half-term holidays! 

 

Pick-up and drop-off times can be very 

busy at PolkaDots. If you’re leaving clothes 

with us for your child, help us avoid a mix up by putting your child’s name on 

the carrier bag or on a scrap of paper inside the bag. That way our team can 

make sure the right clothes end up with the right child.  

All children who are toileting need extra clothing—because accidents hap-

pen! If spare clothes kept at nursery go home, please send replacements in to 

us. And if parents have any spare or unused knickers, socks, pants, trousers, 

tights or tops, we would appreciate any and all donations!  

Finally, labels on coats and bottles are very useful and save a lot of time. 

Please help our team by labelling all coats and water bottles. 

Follow us to access and share 
our great resources!   

 

 

 Makaton signs… for People Who Help Us!  

Thank you to all parents who have been cutting 

up fruit before sending it in for lunch. Small un-

cut fruit, or grapes not cut length-ways, can be a choking  haz-

ard for small children. Because of allergies, we ask that no nuts 

or food with traces of nuts be brought into nursery. 

Fruits & Allergies 

Clothing & labelling 

Nurse 

Doctor 

Fire engine 

Teacher 

Thumb traces a cross 
Hand passes forward over the head, like pulling 

a visor down. Then two hands steer a wheel 

Index finger and thumb mime taking 

pulse 

Index fingers move diagonally down, away 

from mouth 


