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The start of term already seems long ago but we’d like to welcome 

back all our families to PolkaDots! And an especially warm         

welcome to all our new children!! We’re in the process of           

preparing reports for all those who’ve joined us this term. Each 

child’s keyperson will inform parents when they’re ready to give 

them their feedback. 

There are several new features at PolkaDots this term, including 

Spanish classes with Noelia from Bilingual Beats (see below). We’d 

also like to remind all our parents about Tapestry, the Online 

Learning Journal. We use Tapestry to share with parents and     

carers pictures and observations of their children at PolkaDots. It’s 

a great way to see what your child has been up to at nursery and 

parents can even share their own pictures and observations taken 

at home. Remember, you can log in to the Tapestry website or app 

using the password given with your child’s settling in report. If you 

have forgotten your password please contact our administrator 

Chris. 

Thank you to anyone who’s left us a Google Review recently—they 

mean so much to a small nursery like ours in what is currently a 

very challenging business environment. If you’d like to leave a    

review for us we’d really appreciate it. 

There’s lots to look forward to next term as we’ll be celebrating 

the festivals of light with Diwali and Bonfire Night as well as       

Halloween happening on our first day back. But before then, we 

hope you all enjoy a lovely half-term holiday! 

The PolkaDots Team! 

  Next term’s topic is… Road Safety  

This term’s topic… People who help us!  

If you’re running late or your child will be       

absent, please let us know. Ring the   

nursery phone on 07528194109 or send us 

a quick WhatsApp or text message. 

Absence is a safeguarding responsibility for 

nurseries. By law we must have a reason 

for absence and call a child’s Emergency 

Contacts if parents are not contactable. 

Contacting parents is time consuming for 

our team and a distraction from giving our 

children their full attention.  

Earlier this half-term we held a coffee 

morning for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

It was lovely to see so many of our         

PolkaDots families at the nursery and a 

wonderful opportunity for our newest  

parents to meet the rest of our PolkaDots              

community. We had our very own          

PolkaDots Bake-Off winner (and judge too) 

who collected first prize of a selection of 

British Teas.  

A big thank you to everyone who brought 

in the wonderful cakes and biscuits. Your 

support helped PolkaDots raise £81.90 for 

Macmillan and made for a special          

atmosphere in the nursery that has been 

much missed these past two years. 

 

Absence and illness 
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PolkaDots Nursery @ 

Cresswood Hall 

Staff Team 
Head Teacher: 
Kath O’Shea 
 
Manager: 
Bernadette Dawson 
 
Nursery Practitioners: 
Fatma Barcag—Third in charge 
 
Faysa Hirsi 
Sam Reeves 
Savannah Thomas 
 
Administrator: 
Chris O’Shea 
 

Nursery Opening Times: 
Monday  9am – 3pm 
Tuesday  9am – 3pm 
Wednesday  9am – 3pm 
Thursday  9am – 3pm 
Friday      9am –12pm 
 

If you’re arriving late in the    

morning or need to collect your 

child early then please let a    

member of staff know in advance. 

Thank you!

Nursery Mobile: 07528194109 

Email: polkadotsathlone@gmail.com   

Term Dates 
Autumn 2022 

Half-term holidays 
Mon 24 Oct—Fri 28 Oct 

 
Xmas Jumper Day Thurs 8 Dec 
Xmas Show  Fri 9 Dec 
Last day of term Fri 16 Dec 
 

Spring 2023 

Staff training  3+4 January 
Children return 5 January  
Half-term holiday 13-17 Feb 
Last day of term 31 March  

 

 

Follow us on Facebook for all 
our latest news and resources!   

 

 

 Makaton signs…  

 Spanish and Dance Classes 

Healthy Start Scheme 
Sainsbury’s have announced they will be rebooting 

their HS added value offer from October 13th until 

next April. Families using their HS card will receive 

a £2 coupon for fruit and veg every week to be 

redeemed at any Sainsbury’s store in England.  

If you’re eligible for the Healthy Start scheme you’ll receive between £4.25 

and £8.50 each week to help with the costs of milk, fruit and vegetables. You 

can apply through the NHS website by following the link below:  

Applying for Healthy Start – Get help to buy food and milk (Healthy Start)  

This term we’re excited to be learning     

Spanish! A big welcome to Noelia from      

Bilingual Beats who is visiting us every Thurs-

day afternoon. Her classes always include live 

music and percussion, with our children 

learning Spanish through songs. We’re also 

delighted to welcome back Jayne for Movement and Dance class on Tuesday 

mornings. All these classes are possible because of the Enhanced Curriculum 

payments and we want to thank parents for your continued support.  

 Warm Clothing & Snack Time 
As we move into Autumn, all our children need to bring 

warmer clothing and waterproof jackets so they can enjoy 

outdoor play. Please help us by labelling or writing your 

child’s name inside any wellies (or ask us to do it at the 

nursery with one of our sharpies).  

Accidents will happen— so when spare clothes get worn 

home, please send replacements back into us at the nursery.  

We’d also like to remind parents to send in a piece of fruit or veg each day with 

your child for snack time, or sign-up to bring a bag of fruit once a week instead! 

Leaf Autumn 
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