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With the Christmas holidays just around the corner, we hope all 

our PolkaDots families are keeping well. There’s been lots of bugs 

doing the rounds this winter, including Scarlet Fever and Strep A. 

We’re including a reminder in this newsletter about symptoms to 

look out for. We’re also asking PolkaDots families to keep children 

who are sick at home so they can recover, while also helping     

protect the rest of our families and staff team. 

We often get questions from home about the reports that          

PolkaDots creates for our children. To help all our families under-

stand these reports better, we’ve created a PolkaDots Guide to 

Reports that we’ll be emailing to all parents and carers. 

PolkaDots next Open Morning takes place on Wednesday 4th  

January 10am-12pm. If you know friends or family who have little 

ones looking for a nursery next year, tell them to come along and 

meet the PolkaDots team! 

Thank you to all parents, carers, and grandparents too who’ve   

taken part in our Stay and Play scheme. It’s been a great success, 

with children getting the chance each Wednesday to play with 

adults who stay to join in the PolkaDots fun. We’ll be continuing 

the scheme next term so please talk to a member of our team if 

you’d like to sign up.  

We’ve really enjoyed welcoming parents back into the nursery 

this term with events like Children in Need, Stay and Play, and the 

Christmas Party. We hope to have many more opportunities next 

term too. Until then, we hope all our families enjoy the holidays. 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

The PolkaDots Team! 

  

 

Next term’s topics are… Mini Beats and Mega Beasts 

This Term’s Topics… 

Nursery Rhymes & Fairy Tales! 

 

Santa’s Grotto 

Children in Need 

Back in November, we had a wonderful 

day at PolkaDots fundraising for Children 

in Need. The children joined in the nation-

wide celebrations with an extra special 

‘Spots and Stripes’ Disco. We had plenty 

of Pudsey ears, lots of Pudsey wristbands 

and even Pudsey teddy bears! Thank you 

to all our families for your generosity and 

making the day so special. Together, your 

donations helped us to raise a brilliant £75 

for an excellent cause. 

PolkaDots 

had a very 

special 

Christmas 

visit from    

Santa! We 

made our 

very own 

special 

Santa’s 

grotto 

where he parked his sleigh too! Santa 

talked with all of the PolkaDots children 

and even gave them each an early 

Christmas present! 



PolkaDots Nursery @ 

Athlone Hall 

Staff Team 
Head Teacher: 
Kath O’Shea 
 
Manager: 
Shandrika Bushell 
 
Deputy Manager & SENCO: 
Alaya Rahman 
 
Nursery Practitioners: 
Kirsty Millett 
Lisa Ronan 
Rachel Butler 
 
Administrator: 
Chris O’Shea 
 

Nursery Opening Times: 
Monday  9am – 3pm 
Tuesday  9am – 3pm 
Wednesday  9am – 3pm 
Thursday  9am – 3pm 
Friday      9am -12pm  

If you’re arriving late in the    

morning or need to collect your 

child early then please let a    

member of staff know in advance. 

Thank you!

Nursery Mobile: 07985616644 

Email: polkadotsathlone@gmail.com   

Term Dates 
Spring 2023 

Staff Inset Day Tues 3 Jan 
Open Morning Wed 4 Jan 
Children return Thurs 5 Jan 
 

Half-term holidays 
Mon 13 Feb—Fri 17 Feb 

 
Last day of term   Fri 31 March  
 

Easter holidays 
Mon 3 April—Fri 14 April 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook for all 
our latest news and resources!   

 

 

 

 If your child has a temperature, please keep them at 
home. There are lots of winter bugs this year,          
including scarlet fever which has the following     

symptoms to watch out for:   

• High temperature and/or Headaches 

• Sore throat and swollen neck glands 

• Rash that makes the skin feel rough like sandpaper 

Strep A can cause similar symptoms as well plus scabs, sores, pain and swell-
ing, severe muscle aches, and nausea and vomiting. If you think your child may 
have scarlet fever or Strep A you should contact NHS 111 or your GP            
immediately so they can start a course of antibiotics. 

Scarlet Fever  

Snow Cold 

Makaton Signs... 

Christmas Party! 

 

We’d like to take the chance to remind parents about 

snack time, which happens every day. For this to happen, 

each child needs to bring a piece of fruit or veg each day. Please be sure to 

send in a snack with your child each day, or alternatively you can sign-up to 

bring a bag of fruit or vegetables once a week instead! 

Snack Time 

Dance & Spanish Class and EC payments 
Noelia’s Spanish and music classes have been a great success! And our dance 

classes with Jane are as popular as ever too!! Thank you to all parents for your 

EC payments—they make all these classes possible, as well as our cooking 

classes and other extracurricular activities and trips. The children get so much 

from them and we look forward to more of the same in the new year! 

PolkaDots celebrated Christmas this year with a 

wonderful Christmas Party at the nursery! The 

children had such a good time as parents came 

in to celebrate and watch the Christmas show. It 

was lovely to welcome so many families into the 

nursery again! We’re looking forward to many 

more joint events in the new year as well as the 

Stay and Play scheme which will continue once 

new children are settled in at PolkaDots. 
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